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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is December 4th, 

2001. The time is 5:17 p.m., and this is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety 

Battalion of the Fire Department of the City 

of New York. I'm conducting an interview 

with David Moriarty, firefighter first grade 

from Engine 64. 

Q. Please tell us the events of September 
11th as you remember them. 

A. On the morning of September 11th, I was 
working a mutual with Kevin Hansen. I was 
working a day tour here at 64 Engine. I was just 
finishing up getting shaved when we received from 
the news that a plane had struck the World Trade 
Center. I was looking at the television when we 
actually saw the second plane strike the World 
Trade Center while we were still in quarters. 

Sometime after that we received a 
ticket to respond as an additional unit ona 
fifth alarm to the quarters of 35 Engine in 
Harlem, and we got on the rig and headed down to 
Harlem. While we were on the Bruckner Expressway 
heading down, you could see smoke rising from the 


area of southern Manhattan in the vicinity of the 
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World Trade Center. 

We got down to Harlem, and Lieutenant 
Brendan Whelan was working in 35 that day. He 
got promoted out of Ladder 47 here. They were in 
the process of gathering extra tools and stuff 
for their apparatus, and he had us stage our 
apparatus around the corner facing I guess east. 

We were there for a short period of 
time, and other companies came in. I believe 94 
Engine responded in, maybe 50 Engine was there 
and a couple of additional engines. I don't 
remember exactly who. 

We were in quarters, like I said, not 
that long and the voice alarm went off, and the 
person on the voice alarm asked Brendan to read 
out a roll call of all of the units which were 
currently at quarters there. Brendan did that, 
and he had to repeat it a couple of times. You 
could tell the guy on the voice alarm was 
probably writing it down. 

Shortly after Brendan read it out to 
him, he said -- the guy on the voice alarm, the 
dispatcher, said respond forthwith to West and 


Vesey Street to the staging area. 
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So we got on the apparatus, and somehow 
we wound up pretty much like in the lead heading 
south through Manhattan. In the area of 81st and 
Central Park West -- I don't know if it was the 
traffic conditions or what, but we were kind of 
delayed right there. 

I told the chauffeur that I knew of an 
entrance to the West Side Highway at 79th. So 
what we had to do was we went one block west to 
Columbus, went south to 79th, made a right all 
the way across and got on the drive there at 79th 
and West Side Highway and proceeded south. 

It was while we were in transit there 
that the radio traffic picked up on the citywide, 
and somebody put over that there was a collapse 
at the World Trade Center. The thing was, they 
never went into the extent of the collapse. We 
didn't realize that the entire south tower had 
collapsed while we were en route. 

That transmission was somewhat garbled, 
and immediately after that we heard a member over 
the citywide frequency screaming a mayday. You 
could tell by his voice that he was pretty bad. 


He was in bad shape. He said he was trapped by 
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debris, he was finding it difficult to breathe 
and "Somebody come and get me." The dispatcher 
got right back on and tried to calm him down and 
assure him that they had units moving towards his 
location. 

Then pretty soon after that we arrived 
on West Street north of West and Vesey, several 
blocks north of the walk bridge that's at a 
college there or something. That's where our 
chauffeur found parking. 

We got off the rig and we grabbed our 
rollups. We started walking south on West. 
Vinnie Massa, who had the control position, told 
us hold on a second. He wanted to just remove 
the basic items he'd need for a standpipe 
operation from the standpipe kit so he wouldn't 
be lugging the entire kit with him. 

At this time there was units all over 
the place on West, guys walking south and throngs 
of civilians walking north. I mean, hundreds and 
hundreds of people were walking north on West. 

Then we started sizing it up as we were 
walking. It was pretty bad. I mean, the north 


tower was burning pretty good. It was ripping on 
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the upper floors. There was all sorts of debris 

in the air. We could see there was a dust in the 
air that we didn't really understand what it was. 
We thought it was smoke and whatnot. People were 
still streaming north as we were headed south. 

I started watching the debris, trying 
to see the other tower. The debris that was in 
the air and stuff, I was watching that, trying to 
see around the north tower to see the south 
tower, how bad did it look. 

As I was looking through the debris was 
when I first started seeing people jumping out of 
the north tower. I had thought at first -- I was 
walking alongside my probie, Billy Horel, and we 
were both kind of looking up at the debris. It 
was like, "Did you see that?" He said, "Yeah." 

I said, "Those are people jumping out of the 
building." There were enough of them that jumped 
while we were walking. 

As we got closer, you could see debris, 
but there was a throng of firefighters and people 
still between us and Vesey. That's when I 
started noticing equipment on the roadway and 


masks and shit like that. 
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I had been looking up again, and 
suddenly somebody to the front of us -- I don't 
know if it was a civilian or firefighter or cop 
or what -- said, "She's coming down." We were 
within a half a block of the north tower. 

It was my intention -- I was probably 
the senior guy on the back step that day -- that 
we report in to some command center down there. 
Our officer would report in and we would probably 
be going into the north tower or somewhere with 
an assignment for a high rise job. 

But that shout went up, and the crowd 
in front of us suddenly surged towards us. 
Everybody turned and started coming back north. 
I looked up, and it appeared as if the north 
tower -- it almost appeared to be liquefied. The 
very top of it began to cascade out and down, 
almost in a rolling motion. 

As I watched it, the street started to 
fill with this tremendous sound of just noise. 
It reminded me of a jet aircraft engine when a 
jet takes off. It was that loud. The debris 
started coming out onto West and down. 


We turned. I yelled something, maybe 
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"Come on 64," or something. I grabbed my probie 
by his harness, and I took one last look. I 
could see now that the dust cloud was coming up 
at us pretty fast. We turned around and we 
started heading back north. We weren't running 
at a flat-out run, but we were walking very 
briskly. 

I took a look over my shoulder. I 
realized we weren't going to outrun this thing. 
Still holding onto Billy, I said, "Come here." 
There was an EMS ambulance parked facing north in 
the southbound lanes. I said, "We've got to get 
down here." I got down in front of the bumper 
with Billy. I told him, "Mask up, mask up." 

I looked, and I didn't know what was in 
this debris. I said to myself if there's any 
heavy stuff in this debris, we might not be in 
the best of spots, but at least we had some 
cover. Before I could get my mouthpiece, my face 
mask on, it was that quick. That cloud of stuff 
was up, on us, and over us. 

I didn't know exactly where the other 
members of the company were, but I knew Billy was 


with me. He got his mask on. I cleaned mine out 
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a little bit. It was very difficult to breathe. 
Everything became kind of encapsulated. You 
couldn't hear people yelling. Things weren't as 
loud as they would normally be on the street 
because of this dust that was all around us. 

What happened then was the EMS 
ambulance was running. It was on. The engine 
was on. It started whining terribly bad. I 
realized it was sucking all the dust. I thought 
maybe we're going to have a car fire here. I 
told Billy, "Billy, we're going to stand up and 
walk north together out of this thing." 
Basically that's what we did. 

There were other people. We did bump 
into people that were standing. We didn't 
encounter anybody laid out or anything like that 
along our path north until we got out of that 
cloud. 

When we got out of that cloud, we 
regrouped. It was a matter of minutes before all 
of the members were accounted for, we had 
everybody, and we turned around and headed back 
south now. 


It was at that point as we closed in on 
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where the north tower had been that I really 
realized the extent of what had happened. There 
was a tremendous amount of equipment strewn 
across West Street, I mean partner saws and 
masks. I saw a case for a heat-seeking camera. 
I was clued in on that. 

We passed a side street, and there was 
an engine. I think it was 16; I'm not sure. It 
was hooked up to a hydrant. There was debris 
burning around it, and it was a matter of I dida 
quick check, a cursory check, for the chauffeur 
to see if he could possibly be in among this 
stuff here. 

It was on a side street away from like 
the heavy debris. There was all this stuff, and 
there were small pockets of fire burning around 
the apparatus. It was like is he around? We 
looked under the rig. We checked the interior of 
the rig. There was nobody by that rig, so we 
moved on. We moved south back towards the Trade 
Center. 

We got to the corner of West and Vesey, 
and it was just very chaotic at that point. 


There was a lot of firemen there, guys looking 
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for stuff to do, doing cursory examinations of 
the pile and stuff. 

Shortly -- I don't know how long. You 
know, time kind of speeded up and slowed down 
depending on where you were. What we wound up 
doing is we assisted members of 54 Engine. They 
had been ordered to draft water from a marine 
unit in the river. 

We assisted them in positioning the 
rig. We got a manifold, and we had I think four 
or six lines. Like they were eventually hooked 
up to this manifold in the area of West and 
Vesey. Those lines were operating. We didn't 
operate off of it, but other companies had them 
charged. 

There were guys that had put up 
portable ladders towards part of the World Trade 
Center there and were getting up onto I guess it 
was a mezzanine level and doing a search there 
real quick. 

But the command at that point wasn't 
really organized at first. Then I remember 
seeing like a few different chiefs at the corner 


throughout the day. They became very concerned 
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about the condition of number Seven World Trade 
and where we were in vicinity to that. They kept 
announcing the collapse and who's moving, and we 
got pushed further and further west. 

We took a blow in the vicinity of the 
American Express building. I heard that a police 
officer, the body of a police officer, had been 
recovered right where we were standing when we 
first got there to the corner. Guys were just 
making small examinations of the pile that was 
around us. But they weren't really getting guys 
get too deep into it because of the possible 
pending collapse of Seven World Trade. 

We were staged there a good part of the 
afternoon until seven finally did collapse. It 
was shortly after the collapse of seven that -- 
Chief Fellini, I guess was the commander at West 
and Vesey. I know Chief Salka was at West and 
Vesey and there was another chief with them. 

They wanted to get a primary of the 
Verizon building. They were asking for three 
engines and three trucks. That's all they wanted 
to commit to the buildings to do a cursory 


examination for possible victims and stability 
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and building damage. 64 Engine was chosen to do 
part of that search. 

We wound up entering the building. 
Three engines, three trucks teamed up, one 
engine, one truck, per ten floors. It was 6 or 9 
Truck that we wound up with, and we did floors 10 
through 20. We did have structural damage to the 
building, especially to the east side, and small 
pockets of fire set back there, but no victims 
within the building. 

We came out, and we took a blow on West 
Street, reported back to the command center. 
Basically we were told that it was time for us to 
leave. We wanted to stay. The chief that was on 
duty then, he asked us what tour we were working 
and so on. We told him we were there from the 
day tour. The chief said, "I've got a thousand 
guys here to help. It's time for you to guys to 
take up and go home," which we eventually did. 
That's it. 

Q. Very good. Thanks for your help. 
A. Okay. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: This concludes the 


interview. 


